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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 ROME 19834 021716Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 NEA-10 ISO-OO XMB-02 FAA-00 CAB-02 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 L-03 SS-15 
SP-02 PA-01 PRS-01 USIA-06 OPIC-03 AID-05 IGA-02 
OMB-01 TRSE-00 /081 W 

034346 021854Z/47 

P 021622Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8934 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USDOC WASHDC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ROME 19834 

COMMERCE FOR COHEN, HALE, MYERS; BRUSSELS FOR FAA 

DEPARTMENT PASS EXIMBANK; AND FAA FOR CARY AND CHAR MICHAEL 

FROM RCAA DWOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, ETRD, BEXP, LE 

SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST AIRLINES (MEA) FLEET PLANNING 
REF: ROME 19700, PARA 5 

1 . A REVIEW OF TENTATIVELY PROJECTED SHORTENED- 
FUSELAGE LOCKHEED-CALIFORNIA L-101 1-400A TRISTAR CON- 
FIGURATION, PAYLOAD/RANGE, AND DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS IN- 
DICATES THIS AIRCRAFT, ALONG WITH BOEING 7X7, MEETS MEA 
MANAGING DIRECTOR NASR'S CRITERIA FOR INTERMEDIATE- 
SIZED AIRCRAFT. 
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PAGE 02 ROME 19834 021716Z 


2. RCAA UNDERSTANDS L-101 1-400A DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS AS 

FOLLOWS: SEATING 200 PASSENGERS 

(18 FIRST CLASS PLUS 200 ECONOMY), 2700-3000 

NAUTICAL MILE RANGE, ACTIVE CONTROLS, THREE (DERATED) 

RB-211-22B ENGINES. 
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3. RCAA NOTES, HOWEVER, NASR SPECIFICALLY CITED 

7X7 AS AIRCRAFT HE IS POINTING TOWARDS, PROBABLY IN VIEW 
PRESENT SATISFACTION WITH MEA'S ALL-BOEING FLEET '720B/ 

707/747). DISTURBINGLY, HOWEVER, RCAA'S LAST VISIT WITH 
NASR NOVEMBER 28 REVEALED GROWING MEA IMPATIENCE WITH 
DELAY BY BOEING IN ANNOUNCING FIRM GO-AHEAD ON 7X7 
(TO ASSURE 1981-1982 DELIVERIES) AND INCREASING PRESSURES 
FROM SOME MEA FLEET PLANNERS FAVORING AIRBUS INDUSTRIE 
A-300B4'S. 

4. FOR BEIRUT: DUE MINIMIZE, REFTEL AIR POUCHED TO 
TOMPKINS DEC. 1. GARDNER 
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